I selected this subject at the suggestion of my anaesthetist colleagues because they had observed that the medical profession as a whole is still unaware of the dramatic progress that has been made in otolaryngology in the last thirty years.
sale removal of tonsils and adenoids, the unsuccessful treatment of nasal catarrh, worthless sinus operations, endless prescription of drops for running ears, the dreaded surgery of the mastoid, and quackery or the confession of blank hopelessness in the treatment of deafness.
From the earliest days of specialization the otolaryngologist has been pitied by his colleagues who, not possessing the necessary equipment and skill to examine in detail the dark and obscure recesses of these regions, could not appreciate either the handi' caps and difficulty of working under these conditions, or the tremendous nervous tension, concentration, patience, judgement, and width of knowledge required to achieve success in this exacting branch of medicine and surgery.
THE PAST
The foundation of the speciality of otology was based on the work of the great anatomist Andreas Vesalius of Padua who, in his book published in 1543, described accurately the malleus and incus, and the oval and round windows, but omitted the stapes (which was described later by Ingrassia of Naples). Groningen, In the years that followed, the Italian school continued to provide the most famous names in the sphere of anatomy, medicine, and surgery of the ear, nose, and throat, with Valsalva the first to put treatment on a rational basis and describe auto-inflation of the Eustachian tube. Morgagni (1682 Morgagni ( -1771 , who was the founder of scientific pathology, proved that brain abscess could be due to otitis. Then Cotugno discovered the fluids of the labyrinth, and Scarpa the membraneous labyrinth.
For the surgery of the nasal sinuses, however, we must travel to England, where Nathaniel Highmore (1613-85), practising in Dorset, described in detail the maxillary antrum and gave an account of the diagnosis with a feather probe, and treatment by dental extraction, of a case of suppuration in that sinus. 
